
MCHS SENIOR PROJECT

Music Guide
In order to assure that students who select music as a topic meet 
senior project requirements, the following guidelines must be 
followed.

LEARNING STRETCH
Simply memorizing a simple melody to play for the judges will not constitute a senior 
project product. A student whose senior project topic is related to musical performance 
must demonstrate ability that reflects an indisputable learning stretch and/or investment 
of time and practice. Students who already play an instrument must either learn more 
complex music or a new style of playing. For example, a student who plays rock guitar 
could learn a classical piece, or someone who plays piano at church might learn to play 
jazz.

GUITAR
Learning to pick a simple song is relatively easy and can be done in a very short period of 
time, and will not constitute a senior project product. A student learning to play the guitar 
must be able to play rhythm as well as play a melody. All students must demonstrate an 
ability to play chords A, C, D, E, F, G, A minor and E minor, and play rhythm to songs in 
at least two different keys. A student should also learn to pick at least one melody.

BASS
Playing bass to many songs is relatively simple - in fact, the bass part of many tunes 
consists of only three notes. All students must demonstrate ability to play bass to tunes 
in at least 3 different keys. They should also demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the 
bass fret board to the 5th fret.

PIANO
Playing a simple song with both hands on the piano will not suffice as a product. In 
addition to playing several selections, the student will be expected to demonstrate 
an understanding of the musical scale by sight-reading a short selection of several 
measures.

OTHER INSTRUMENTS
The student should be prepared to play at least 3 selections. One selection should be a 
song easily recognizable and known by everyone.

EXTRA HELP
If you have questions, see Mr. Foret, Ms. Lemons or Ms. Forsythe.


